
Improve and Foster Health in the EU

Protect People from serious cross-border health threats

Improve medicines, medical devices and crisis-relevant products

Cancer

Strand 1
Crisis 

Preparedness
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Strand 2
Health Promotion & 
Disease Prevention

Strand 3
Health Systems & 

Healthcare Workforce

Strand 4
Digital 

Transformation

Strengthen Health Systems by improving resilience and resource efficiency

Action Grant Joint Action

Contracts with economic
operators to purchase

services on the account of
the EC

Direct Grant Public Procurement

 B
en

ef
ic

ia
rie

s

Most of the calls require a
Consortium with a minimum of
3 Member States represented 

(e.g., industry, academia,
education establishments,

research institutes, national and
regional health authorities,
hospitals, and civil society

organizations).

Each call has a specific 
type of applicants.

Open Calls for
proposals

Up to 60% of the total
eligible costs or up to

80%, in cases of
exceptional utility* 

Direct Grants to Member
State Authorities

Up to 60% of the total
eligible costs or up to 80%,

in cases of exceptional
utility* 

Nominated Member States’
competent authorities for

health
(e.g., DGS, SPMS, Infarmed,

Local Health Units)

The nominated authority(ies)
lead the national participation

within a European Consortium
of other nominated authorities

and affliated entities (any type of
relevant entity).

Open Calls for tenders or
use of existing framework

contracts

Indicative Budget
associated with the

service contract

Direct Grants to Member
State Authorities

Up to 60% of the total
eligible costs or up to

80%, in cases of
exceptional utility* 
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Nominated Member Statesʼ
competent authorities for

health
(e.g., DGS, SPMS, Infarmed,

Local health Units)

Individual or
European/national

Consortium application.

The largest health programme ever
in monetary terms, investing in urgent
priorities:

Response to the COVID-19 crisis;
Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan; 
Pharmaceutical Strategy for
Europe;
Other areas, such as  health
systems’ digitalisation.

Over €4.4 billion available in the
2021-2027 programming period

Factsheet developed by Health Cluster Portugal in 2026 with the support of the General Secretariat of the Ministry of Health
References: https://health.ec.europa.eu/funding/eu4health-programme-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en

National Focal Points in Portugal
General Secretariat of the Portuguese Ministry of Health
EU4Hdscri@sg.min-saude.pt

EU4Health is structured under 4 overarching strands of action with a cross-cutting focus on cancer.

* For actions with a clear EU added value which satisfay the following exceptional utility criterion, inter alia, when: (a) At least 30 % of the budget of the proposed action is allocated to Member States whose GNI per
inhabitant is less than 90% of the Union average; or (b) Bodies from at least 14 participating Member States participate in the action, of which at least four are Member States whose GNI per inhabitant is less than 90%
of the Union average.

INDIRECT MANAGEMENT (CONTRIBUTION AGREEMENTS)

DIRECT MANAGEMENT MODE

The EC delegates budget implementation tasks to third entities (e.g., WHO, OECD) to achieve a set of Union objectives relying on their
rules, systems, and procedures.
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EU4Health Programme
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